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T Signtficunco of Yowr MillMon Toms of U3 Whest for
food Compwaption in the 8558

Pour milliocn tone of vhest 4m eyusl to en averags of obout 140
caiories por caplin por day in toe Joviet Unicnm. . Tuds 19 cbomt 5
porcent of e cotimeted totel caluric valuw OF the svarage Soviel
dist. It 12 egusl to gome 1¥ percent of dowestlo consumption of
wheal for food, which bhas run shout thirty-four miliion tons
o Aly.  fny sbhortages of bread wight bave disturbing politlesd
cunsegaenatis alnce oresd i such ca lmporiont element in the Qlet
of the Juogisn people. The lerderstip is wsicedbtedly cwme that
groin shortages comld issd to civil disturbsmces in the Soviet
Uolon mors widsaprersd than thosa in 1902. It 46 expocted that the
izported grain will be sopeclially sigpmificant in muindetnicg urban
comavmytion lemig.

Ton vary poor whret crop of 1563, estimated st xbout b atllien
tops, Jeft tbha dovists soxe 1d-13 sdllllon toms short of normal pro-
duetion. Unmeaal cooditioms in recent years moy bave ogased the
Saviels 0 drew dordn thsls ot rescrves.  Although ve 4o oot have
wity direct Informetion on the extont W Wilch thase resrves are

. deplated, the urgency of Soviet purchoesss auggest that they am
precenily vory A

To dats, the AR bag purchosed sowe $-9 willion tons of wheet
and flowr from Free Wordd comtories. If they purchase four milldion
tons from the U.8., they will probubly bovo enougb vhent €O moat
curent duele dmwstic Yood reguiremcats and export cussltoenia,
o aay repleninh thelr rsetvea to some extent. The fSoviets bave
been wet expoviars of -6 elilion tons of vheat por year for the
pant four years, largely o the aropean Satellites. e belisve
et wnlecs they obteln vheat ia the J.5. e Soviets may Lind 3%
necgssary 0 reduce wikat exporta Lo the Puropsen fatelilites,
m;z’g, Indin, ard Bpopt in ander to prevent < food shortage in
the ¥E3R.
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